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“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the pr(phets and st hes th{ se wh!]
are sent t[lit! Hw [ften have I desired t[/gather y[ur children t[ gether as a hen
gathers her br[Td under her wings, and y[u were n[t willing!” (Luke 13:34). That
image [t a hen will appear in frint [f [ur altar [nh Palm Sunday when [ur y[ung
children will carry in pricessil h chicks [h a stick—a custlim we’ve had at Trinity
f't several years. That image is [ he that Luke’s Gl spel writer uses t[ 'remind us [
the yearning that G[d has t[/draw us cl[ ser int' ]Gl d’s embrace and 1[ ve.

“St. Augustine says that there is n[ Jbird which cl[hveys sl ic[impletely the
idea [t an all-enfl1ding care. Her wings gather her wh(le br(1d till they are t tally
clvered. Such is the spread [fthe 1/ ve [f Jesus fl t his while fl[ ck. The caring
gesture [ fthe hen is c[hstantly repeated—an unending gathering. Hl W [ften dles
Jesus extend his arms in a universal embrace; yet h{ W [ften is his gesture
rejected!”!

Yesterday many Trinity fl 1ks made it p[ssible f'1 us t[ lemb[dy the
spreading [ th{ se wings and enfl1ding 1 ve f[+ G[d’s pel ple. Many [fylu
dinhated fT1d [+ sicks. A hl(st[ffllks gathered yesterday m[ining t[ imake
sandwiches and pack lunches ft the p[ Tt in Hartfltd’s Bushnell Park. Fifteen [
us headed t[Jthe Park with fTTd t[Jbe distributed, extra f{Td [t the Church Street
Eats prl gram, and a huge bag [ s cks that will be distributed either t[ day [t next
Sunday. The gift [t a pair [fs[cks tlIs[imelhe whl walks the streets is precilus as
is the gift [t f{1d that we s[ ][ ften take flt granted in [ur abundance. Thlse
acti hs translate int[ the spread [f1[ve. There was als[]a griup [ f teens there
frlm St. Paul’s, ST uthingt[n, whllwere d[ing a hunger fast—embl( dying the
spread [fa hen’s wings while als[ /feeling a taste [f the pangs [f hunger.
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Luke’s Glspel reveals the stlties [T Jesus’ embrace [ f many pelple [h the
margins [T sl ciety [T thse cast [ut—the stlties [ fthe Pridigal S[nh and the G[Td
Samaritan, the man p[ssessed with dem[hs in the cluntry [ the Gerasenes, a
wlman suffering fr[im hem/trhages flt twelve years, a mute p[ssessed by dem/[ ns,
a blind beggar by the rladside. Over and [ver he tluched the unt[uchable. As if
gathered by a hen’s wingspread, they were enfl 1ded with 1[ve and acceptance.

I think [t the wltds [f that wlhderful c[immunilh hymn, I Come with Joy to
Meet My Lord and it’s 2" verse:

“I c[ime with Christians far and near

t[find, as all are fed,

the new c[immunity (1 ve

in Christ’s cCmmunilh bread.”

It is a new c[immunity [f1ve that Jesus brings and emb[ dies and teaches us t!]
emb[ dy.

Jesus’ ministry is centered [h gathering G[d’s pelple cll ser and cll ser t[]
G[d’s 1lve—t[Theal the brl kenhearted, t[ Iraise up thl se cast [ut, t[Iwelcine the
rejected, tl /bring all t[the kn['wledge and 1[ve [f G[d. That’s Jesus’ missiln.
That’s the missi(h t[Jwhich y[u and I are called.

Michael Curry, bish[p in the Episc[pal Church writes ablut African slaves
[ f antebellum America and says the fl1l1[wing. “African slaves [ f antebellum
America, by virtue [ their servitude, were c[ mpelled t[Icast their ken bey nd
mere sight—t[Jextend their visi[h bey[ nd things as they were, t[]a deeper,
brlader, higher visil h, and dream [ f things as they c[uld be. Hence many [f their
sacred sl ngs, the Negr[ Ispirituals, stretch the c[ntlurs [ f reality as it is given in
the s cial [tder, plinting t[the f{tm [fa new heaven and a new earth—a new
sCcial [rder, a new set [ f institutil hal arrangements—a kingd(im n(t blin [f [t
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cintrl1led by the plwers [ fthis wltld. One [T their spirituals describes the
kingd[im [ G[d thus: ‘There’s plenty g 1d r[ i, plenty gl Td r[Tim, plenty gl 1d
r’ I in my Father’s kingd(m.”””

The wings [ a hen [utstretch [ver and [ver t[llet us kn[3w [ f the bl undless
reach [T G[d’s Il ve thr[ugh Jesus t[all pelple. By being [ the receiving end [T
th[se wings and by emb[ dying th{ se wings we cl[ime t[ Ikn[w there is plenty g/ Td
r'Im in G[d’s kingd[im flt all. We alslIclime t[ kn[ W that we [nly rest in the
arms [fthlse wings flt a while—I[hg enl[ugh t[Iget renewed and n[urished t[]
share it with [thers. F[r Jesus’ missi[h is never dChe, n[t is [urs.

I invite y[u int[Ja time [f p[hdering the warmth [f th{ se wings [f a hen—t[]
wlnder ablut the times y[1’ve been embraced and times y[ 1 have embraced
[thers with their 1l ve—a time [f thanksgiving and a time [f living int[1G[d’s
dream flt us.

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the pr(phets and st hes th{ se wh!]
are sent t[/it! Hw [ften have I desired t[/gather y[ur children t[ gether as a hen
gathers her br[Td under her wings, and y[u were nlt willing!” (Luke 13:34).
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