Ex 3:1-15; Ps 63:1-8; 1 Clt 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9 Trinity Episclpal Church
Lent III — March 7, 2010 The Rev. Linda Spiers

M ses asked G[d in essence, “what is y[ ur name? What shall [ say t[ithe
Israclites when they ask me ylur name?” T[IM/[ses G[d resplhded, “I AM WHO
I AM.” Twlhder hCw G[d’s answer wluld have initially set with M[8es—[he
being called t'/d[ s mething larger than M[ses th{ught he c[uld d[ /[t ever
imagined. I wlhder what “I AM WHO I AM” n[w means t[Jy[u as y[u hear these
wlrds uttered [h this third Sunday in Lent. G[d gave a m[te definitive answer at
the end [ftlday’s dial[ gue: “Thus y[u shall say t[Ithe Israelites, ‘The L[td, the
G[d [fylurancestlts, the G[d [T Abraham, the G[d [f Isaac, and the G[d [T
Jac['b, has sent me t[]y[u.” (Ex 3:15). This stlty [f M[ses is central t[]the faith
[f Cur Jewish sisters and brthers. It’s central t[![ur faith as Christians and still
speaks 1 udly t[lus these many centuries later. It p[ses tl limp[ttant questilns flt
us tlday. What is G[d calling ylu t[1d[I[t t[1be? HIWw dllylu address the One
wh(Jsays, “I AM WHO I AM?”

MIses was n[w a sl mewhat [ tdinary man tending his father-in-law’s sheep.
He had settled in the land [t Midian with his family, and he had slime kind [
livelih[Td. He had fled Egypt after killing an Egyptian wh(had beaten a Hebrew.
M/ ses witnessed the beating [f [ne [ f his [3wn kind and respnded by killing the
Egyptian. Then he fled the land, fearing that sl imene wluld tell Pharalh [f his
actih. When he came t[IMidian, he helped the daughters [ f a man named Reuel
water their fl[ ck [ne day and was invited t[ /break bread with them. He agreed t[]
stay with Reuel f't a time, and Reuel eventually gave M ses his daughter Zipp[tah
in marriage. They had a s[h named Gersh[ m, named because M[ses said, “I have
been an alien residing in a fTteign land.” (Ex 2:22). After sine years the king [T
Egypt died, and the Israelites were still enslaved. Gl d heard the cries [ f the

Israelites and remembered the c[venant G[d made with Abraham, Isaac, and



Jac'b. (Ex 2:24). Hence G[d enters int[ Ithis c[hversatih with M[ ses that we
hear t[ day.

M ses had led the fll ck he tended bey[nd the wilderness t[ /M [unt Hl teb
where he had this divine enclunter with G[d. He was fascinated with this bush
that kept [ h burning and was n[t c[hsumed by the fire. He wanted a cllser 1[ Tk,
but G[d said, “Clime nl[Jcl[ser! Rem!ve the sandals fr(in y[ur feet, f[ t the place
[h which y[u are standing is h{1y griund.” (Ex 3:5). G[d revealed G[d’s self t[]
M ses, and M[ses hid his face—afraid t[ /1 Tk at G['d. N{I[he cluld I['Tk at G[d
and live.

I remember a hl meless man whllcame t[]the Cathedral I t a time. He was
faithful and accepted by Cathedral members. When he came t[ Jc[inmunilh, he
rem/[ved his shles. He was ackn[wledging the hl 1y grluind [h which he was
standing as he received that h(1ly meal, breaking bread with Cathedral fl1ks.

HOw is GLd kn[Wwn tllus? GLd was revealed t[ IM[ses in this burning
bush—an intriguing sight and yet a sight [ f fear. M[ses hides his face and still
enters int['a c[hversatil h with G[d—a c[nhversati[ h expressing his unw/ tthiness
and inadequacy: “Whllam I that [ shluld gl /t[/Pharalh, and bring the Israelites
Tut (fEgypt?” (Ex 3:11).

M st [fthe Old Testament stltries [ f call reveal pelple whiresist G[d’s call
in s'me way. Gideln resplnded t[JG[d when asked t[ldeliver Israel fr[ i the
hand [f Midian: “But sir, h[w can I deliver Israel? My clan is the weakest in
Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” (Judges 6:15). Isaiah said in his call,
“Wleis me! Tam 1st, f{r ] am a man [funclean lips, and I live am(hg a pelple
[T unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the L[rd [fTh(sts!” (Isaiah 6:5).
Jeremiah resplhded, “Ah, L(td G[d! Truly I dlnlt knlw hiw tlIspeak, f[t [ am
(hly ably.” (Jer 1:6). They all expressed their unw /[ tthiness just as M ses. T[]
act (1 behalf [T G[d was an awes[ ine resp[ nsibility. Each [fth(se called was
reassured by G d that GI'd wluld be with them. M[st imp[rtant [ all is that G['d



was gling the wltk thrlugh the humans called. In M[ses’ call it was G[d wh!]
wluld bring the Israelites [ut [ f the land [f Egypt, and G[d needed M ses tl /lead
them. Tl Jeach c[ncern Ml ses expressed, G[ d gave reassurance.

As we wander thr[ugh the desert [f Lent, M[ses’ call reminds us that we,
t[1] are called by G['d. Ml[ses’ call alslreminds us that G['d invites us t{/questil[h
and gives us chlices in life. We chl1se tllanswer a call [t t[ Iresist. We still have
time tl lwander and t{Jw[hder abl ut G[d’s call f(t us at this particular time.

Iinvite y[u int[]a time [ f silence tlIp[hder what G[d is calling y[u t[1d[ ][t
tbe right n(w. T[Jthe One wh(Jsays, “I AM WHO I AM,” h(3w dJy [ resp[nd.
Whild[lylu call this GI'd whi]calls y[u int[ Ibeing?

We heard in the G spel that Jesus calls us all t[Ibe fruitful. T lwhatd[lylu
feel called at this time by the One wh(Jsays, “I AM WHO I AM?”



